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a beneficial effect, but whether this effect is due simply to a serum 
isotonic with the blood and acting as a stimulant or whether the 
action is specific remains still to be proven. Patients with extensive 
cancer are usually cachectic and ill-nourished, and therefore it is easy 
to conceive that the injection of a highly nutritive fluid would have a 
stimulating effect and aid in improving the general condition and thus 
probably add to the resistance against the cancer. The authors are of 
the opinion that the action of such serum is slight, temporary, and 
shows little or no specificity. 


The Influence of Calcium Chloride on Diuresis in Chronic Nephritis. 

Arnoldi and Bruckner) Ztschr. /. klin. Med., 1914, lxxix, 300) 
give their tabulated findings that show that calcium chlorid in small 
doses is able to cause considerable diuresis in chronic nephritis. This 
effect was especially observed in cases of nephritis associated with 
edema and scanty albuminous urine. In order to secure the maximum 
diuretic action of calcium chloride, they advise that the intake of fluids 
should be moderate, not over 26 c.c. per kilogram of body weight. 
The excretion of albumin was not appreciably influenced in 3 cases, 
in 5 eases the amount of albumin was more or less diminished and 
in no case was the albumin increased by the treatment. 

Artificial Pneumothorax. — Schaie (Jour. Amer. Med. Assoc., 1914 
lxii, 900) reports 45 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis in which the 
induction of artificial pneumothorax was attempted for therapeutic 
purposes. A complete pneumothorax was obtained in 21 cases and a 
partial penumothorax in 18 cases, while in 6 cases the attempt resulted 
in failure; 8 cases have given brilliant results. In cases with high 
fever the results have been most striking. Previously in all these 
cases there has been persistent fever for periods varying from three to 
eight months, and the patients had suffered from great loss of weight, 
chills, and sweats. In all of this group the temperature has remained 
low or normal since the induction of the pneumothorax, a length of 
time now varying from six months to one year. In 3 other instances, 
active and advancing processes have been arrested; 7 cases of hemor¬ 
rhage were treated, but in one of these cases the attempt to produce 
a pneumothorax was unsuccessful; 4 patients have had no recurrence 
of their hemoptysis during periods varying from six months to a year. 
In one patient the result was partially successful, as the patient has 
only occasionally spit blood since the operation. Another case has 
been treated too recently to know what the results will be. It was 
noted that in 8 cases there was an increase in the signs in the untreated 
lung; 5 of these had shown a slight tuberculous involvement in the 
other lung when treatment was begun; the rest apparently developed 
entirely new processes 


The Technique and Action of Subcutaneous Injection of Neosal- 
varsan. — Wechselmann and Eicke (Munch, med. Woch., 1914, lxi, 
535) advise the more frequent use of neosalvarsan by subcutaneous 
injections. They have given over 7000 such injections without serious 
accident. They inject from 0.3 to 0.45 gm. neosalvarsan dissolved in 
0.5 c.c. of hot 0.7 per cent, salt solution. The most important point 



452 


PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE 


in their technique is to deposit the neosalvarsan solution directly upon 
the fascia. The details of the technique are given with the precautions 
necessary to secure this result. When given properly these injections 
are not painful, and painful infiltrations or abscesses do not result. 
Toxic symptoms from too rapid absorption of neosalvarsan also do 
not occur. Wechselmann and Eicke no longer use mercury for the 
treatment of syphilis, and claim that neosalvarsan is more effectual 
in controlling the disease. 


The Use of Salicylic Enemas in Dysentery.— Lutsch {Munch, med. 
Woch., 1914, lxi, 476) has tried Eichhorst’s method of treating dysentery 
by rectal enemas of a 2 per cent, solution of sodium salicylate, with 
excellent results. He says that pain and tenesmus are both promptly 
relieved by this method of treatment. The salicylate injections are 
given at body temperature, and should be retained for half an hour. 
The dose for an adult is 13 gm. of sodium salicylate in 650 c.c. of 
water. Lutsch has also used these salicylate injections for the treat¬ 
ment of ordinary diarrheas and catarrhal intestinal conditions, with 
striking results. 


The Danger and the Prevention of Anaphylaxis from Antitoxin. 

—Joseph ( Deutsch. med. Woch., 1914, xl, 545) believes that the danger 
of anaphylaxis in man has been much exaggerated. He does not 
believe that the phenomenon of anaphylaxis which is observed so 
frequently in small animals occurs so often in man. The danger of 
anaphylaxis exists principally in much debilitated children, and when 
the antitoxin is given intravenously the second time. Joseph thinks 
that any danger of anaphylaxis could be avoided by using antitoxin 
obtained from cattle instead of from horses. This could be used for 
prophylaxis, reserving antitoxin derived from the horse for use in 
cases of actual diphtheria. Anaphylaxis can also be avoided by induc¬ 
ing anti-anaphylaxis by a preliminary subcutaneous injection of a 
minimal dose of the antitoxin. This prepares the body in such a way 
that the injection of a curative dose of antitoxin a few hours later 
has no power to induce anaphylactic reaction. Friedberger and Mita 
avoid anaphylaxis by slow intravenous injections of antitoxin, a drop 
at a time. Joseph claims that any of these methods renders the recipient 
refractory to any anaphylactic reaction without regard to the method 
of the administration of the antitoxin. 


Salvarsanized Serum in Syphilitic Diseases of the Central Nervous 
System. — Ayer (Boston Med. and Surg. Jour., 1914, clxx, 452) concludes 
from the use of salvarsanized serum in tabes, paresis, and cerebro¬ 
spinal syphilis that the method as given by Swift and Ellis is entirely 
without danger. This method of treatment is effective in many cases 
where other treatment has failed. It undoubtedly attacks syphilis 
from the etiological point of view, thus tending to cure the disease 
as well as relieve the symptoms. The most satisfactory effect of the 
treatment is seen in the group of cerebrospinal syphilis, in which a 
complete cure may be obtained in some cases. In tabes arrest of the 
disease is often possible by this method of treatment, but in general 
paresis this treatment is least effectual, although in the preparetic 



